
clarify
make (a statement or situation) less 

confused and more clearly 
comprehensible.  melt (butter) in order to 

separate out the impurities.

clarify
ORIGIN Middle English (in the 

senses [set forth clearly] and [make 
pure and clean]): from Old French 

clarifier, from late Latin 
clarificare, from Latin clarus 

‘clear.’

MAKE CLEAR, shed/throw light on, 
elucidate, illuminate; EXPLAIN, 

explicate, define, spell out, clear up.
antonym confuse.

PURIFY, refine; filter, fine.

To explain is to make a verbal 
attempt to justify certain actions or 

to make them understood.
To construe is to make a careful 

interpretation of something, 
especially where the meaning is 

ambiguous.
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